Recent trends in morbidity and mortality rates for abdominal aortic aneurysms.
To examine recent trends in mortality and morbidity rates from aortic aneurysms among Canadian seniors. Retrospective study. Men and women age 65 years or older who were hospitalized in Canada with a primary diagnosis of aortic aneurysm or whose underlying cause of death was aortic aneurysm. Unlike other circulatory diseases which have shown marked declines, mortality and morbidity rates from aortic aneurysms have remained constant over the last 10 years. Risks for male seniors are 4-5 times greater than for females. Since mortality and morbidity from aortic aneurysms have not decreased and screening offers potential benefits, costs and benefits of screening need to be quantified.